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“Smart, entrepreneurial people will 
put up with smaller apartments and 
a carless life in exchange for a 
spectacular view, a short commute, 
and the ability to walk to a changing 
array of restaurants and shops.”

- Edward Glaeser



How does housing typology impact new developments?
Will housing in Boston’s Seaport/Innovation be successful?
Why would you live there?

http://www.flickr.com/photos/davduf/44851529/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/davduf/44851529/
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Boston 	

 	

 Seaport / Fort Point
Amsterdam 	

 Westerdok
San Francisco 	

 Mission Bay
Seattle 	

 	

 South Lake Union



- developed within the last 10 years
- reclaimed land
- former rail yards, parking & industrial districts
- proximate to the urban core
- comparative in relative scale
- intended for mixed use / housing
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 South Lake Union



Amsterdam Westerdok

Northern Avenue Bridge, Boston Open, Westerdok-Amsterdam
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San Francisco Mission Bay



Seattle South Lake Union



Boston Seaport / Fort Point
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San Francisco Mission Bay



Seattle South Lake Union



Why do you choose where you live?



Intangible 
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Boston Seaport / Fort Point



Amsterdam Westerdok 



San Francisco Mission Bay

UCSF



Seattle South Lake Union

Amazon



Tangible Commuting Options
Appropriate housing stock
Affordable housing stock
Private Open Space
Public Open space 
School-God-Bread-Circus   



Amsterdam Westerdok

Westerdok / Mission Bay / South Lake Union

Seaport



Tangible Commuting Options
Appropriate housing stock
Affordable housing stock
Private Open Space
Public Open space 
School-God-Bread-Circus   



Boston 	

 	

 Seaport / Fort Point
Amsterdam 	

 Westerdok
San Francisco 	

 Mission Bay
Seattle 	

 	

 South Lake Union

Predominately Residential
6-10 stories w/varied arch. style
Full mix of housing types

(S/1/2/3/4)
Limited Parking
Mix of access types

900 residences
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Amsterdam Westerdok



Boston 	

 	

 Seaport / Fort Point
Amsterdam 	

 Westerdok
San Francisco 	

 Mission Bay
Seattle 	

 	

 South Lake Union

300 acres
Residential/Institutional/Commercial
6-20 stories w/varied arch. style
Full mix of housing types

(S/1/2/3)
Integrated parking 
Mix of unit access

Plan for 6,000 homes
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San Francisco Mission Bay



Boston 	

 	

 Seaport / Fort Point
Amsterdam 	

 Westerdok
San Francisco 	

 Mission Bay
Seattle 	

 	

 South Lake Union

Residential/Commercial
8 stories w/varied arch. style
Limited mix of housing types

(S/1/2)
Integrated parking 
Predominately corridor access

Plan for 15,000 residential units
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Seattle South Lake Union



Boston 	

 	

 Seaport / Fort Point
Amsterdam 	

 Westerdok
San Francisco 	

 Mission Bay
Seattle 	

 	

 South Lake Union

Residential/Commercial
8-20 stories w/varied arch. style
Limited mix of housing types

(Micro/S/1/2/...)
Integrated parking 
Predominately corridor access
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Boston Seaport / Fort Point

Primarily mid-rise towers
Small units
Micro units
Central (hotel) cores
No exterior private space 
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Quality Drivers

Design
Planning / Zoning
Income / tax revenue
Transit Access 
Commerce
Open / Public Space	


Life

where would you live?



Population 
Diversity 

Age
Ethnicity
Class / Profession
Family Status

Quality Drivers

Design
Planning / Zoning
Income / tax revenue
Transit Access 
Commerce
Open / Public Space	


Life

where would you live?



should architects live in cities?



would you 
live here?


