
1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 2020

1968
ARCHITECTURAL 

BARRIERS ACT (ABA)
Requires that certain federally 

funded buildings be designed, 
constructed, or altered to ensure 

accessibility and use by 
physically handicapped 

people

1990
PRESIDENT 
GEORGE BUSH 
SIGNS THE ADA 

INTO LAW

1987
SCHOOL BOARD 

OF NASSAU 
COUNTY V. ARLINE

Ensures the protection of people 
with contagious diseases, 

such as tuberculosis and 
AIDS, under Section 

504

1988
CIVIL RIGHTS 

RESTORATION ACT 
PASSED

Expands principals established 
in Civil Rights Act of 1968. 

Prohibits discrimination in 
all services and spaces 

of the organization

1988
FAIR HOUSING 

AMENDMENTS ACT
Made multifamily housing 
accessible

1988
ADA FIRST 

INTRODUCED INTO 
CONGRESS
This was initiated by a bill 

drafted by the National 
Council on 

Disabilities

1982
MINIMUM 

GUIDELINES AND 
REQUIREMENTS 
FOR ACCESSIBLE 

DESIGN
Published by US 

Access Board

1989
NEW TEXT OF ADA 

INTRODUCED
Coalition assembled by the 

Consortium for Citizens with 
Disabilities and the Leadership 
Conference on Civil Rights

1968
CIVIL RIGHTS ACT 

(FAIR HOUSING ACT)
Prohibits discrimination 

concerning the sale, rental, or 
financing of housing based 

on race, religion, national 
origin, and sex

1964
CIVIL RIGHTS ACT 

Prohibits discrimination on 
the basis of race, color, 
religion, sex or national 

origin 

1979
SOUTHEASTERN 

COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
V. DAVIS

First section 505 case covered by 
Supreme Sourt. This case was a loss 
for the disabled community when a 
hearing impared women who had 

applied to the nursing program 
was denied based on her 

disability

1973
REHABILITATION 

ACT, SECTION 504
Prohibits discrimination 
based on disability by 
oriagnizations receiving 

federal funds

1991
THE ADA 
STANDARDS FOR 
ACCESSIBLE 

DESIGN ARE 
ISSUED

1992
ADA 

BECOMES 
EFFECTIVE

2008
ARCHITECTURAL 

BARRIERS ACT AND 
AMERICANS WITH 
DISABILITIES ACT ARE 
CONSOLIDATED

2012
COMPLIANCE WITH 

2010 ADA 
STANDARDS FOR 
ACCESSIBLE DESIGN 
REQUIRED
For new construction and 
alterations

2010
2010 ADA 

STANDARDS FOR 
ACCESSIBLE DESIGN
Revised regulations of ADA Title 
II & III published in Federal 

Register

1977
SECTION 504 

REGULATIONS ARE 
ISSUED
Following sit-ins at HEW 

(Health, Education, and 
Wellness)buildings

2018
Accessible 
Canada Act

2016
Rights of Persons with 
Disabilities Act (India)

2019
European 
Accessibility Act

1977
Canadian Human 
Rights Act

Legislative Context

Evolution of Americans with 
Disabilities Act

Context and support for 
Americans with Disabilities Act

1982
Canadian Charter of 
Rights and Freedoms

THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT  
(ADA) IN CONTEXT

INTERNATIONAL CONTEXT 1992
Disability Discrimination 
Act DDA (Australia)

Australia Human Rights 
Comission provides 
advisory notes to assist 
with compoliance with DDA

2010
Equality Act of 2010 
(United Kingdom)

1995
Disability Discrimination 
Act (United Kingdom)

2006
United Nations 
Convention on the 
Rights of Persons 
with Disabilities


