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UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, SAN FRANCISCO

JOHNS HOPKINS UNIVERSITY

UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA

WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY

STANFORD UNIVERSITY

YALE UNIVERSITY

UNIVERSITY OF PITTSBURGH AT PITTSBURGH

DUKE UNIVERSITY

COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY HEALTH SCIENCES

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN

VANDERBILT UNIVERSITY

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA SAN DIEGO

ICAHN SCHOOL OF MEDICINE AT MOUNT SINAI

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA LOS ANGELES

UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON

NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY AT CHICAGO

UNIV OF NORTH CAROLINA CHAPEL HILL

NEW YORK UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF MEDICINE

EMORY UNIVERSITY

CASE WESTERN RESERVE UNIVERSITY

BAYLOR COLLEGE OF MEDICINE

UNIVERSITY OF ALABAMA AT BIRMINGHAM

MAYO CLINIC ROCHESTER

OREGON HEALTH & SCIENCE UNIVERSITY

UNIVERSITY OF TEXS SOUTHWESTERN DALLAS

UNIVERSITY OF COLORADO DENVER

UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA

UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN-MADISON

UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO

WEILL MEDICAL COLL OF CORNELL UNIV

INDIANA UNIV-PURDUE UNIV AT INDIANAPOLIS

HARVARD MEDICAL SCHOOL

UNIVERSITY OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

ALBERT EINSTEIN COLLEGE OF MEDICINE

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA AT DAVIS

UNIVERSITY OF UTAH

UNIVERSITY OF MARYLAND BALTIMORE

UNIV OF MASSACHUSETTS MED SCH WORCESTER

UNIVERSITY OF MIAMI SCHOOL OF MEDICINE

UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIA

UNIVERSITY OF ROCHESTER

OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY

UNIVERSITY OF IOWA

UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY

BOSTON UNIVERSITY MEDICAL CAMPUS

MEDICAL UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH CAROLINA

UNIVERSITY OF ARIZONA

MEDICAL COLLEGE OF WISCONSIN

WAKE FOREST UNIVERSITY HEALTH SCIENCES

UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA

RUTGERS BIOMEDICAL AND HEALTH SCIENCES

UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS AT CHICAGO

UNIVERSITY OF NEW MEXICO HEALTH SCIS CTR

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA-IRVINE

UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS MEDICAL BR GALVESTON

UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS HLTH SCI CTR HOUSTON

UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS HLTH SCI CTR SAN ANTONIO

UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA MEDICAL CENTER

DARTMOUTH COLLEGE

UNIVERSITY OF KANSAS MEDICAL CENTER

PENNSYLVANIA STATE UNIV HERSHEY MED CTR

UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH FLORIDA

UNIVERSITY OF OKLAHOMA HLTH SCIENCES CTR

THOMAS JEFFERSON UNIVERSITY

VIRGINIA COMMONWEALTH UNIVERSITY

UNIVERSITY OF CINCINNATI

TEMPLE UNIV OF THE COMMONWEALTH

STATE UNIVERSITY NEW YORK STONY BROOK

UNIVERSITY OF VERMONT & ST AGRIC COLLEGE

BROWN UNIVERSITY

UNIVERSITY OF LOUISVILLE

WAYNE STATE UNIVERSITY

AUGUSTA UNIVERSITY

TULANE UNIVERSITY OF LOUISIANA

TUFTS UNIVERSITY BOSTON

UNIVERSITY OF CONNECTICUT SCH OF MED/DNT

RUSH UNIVERSITY MEDICAL CENTER

GEORGETOWN UNIVERSITY

UNIV OF ARKANSAS FOR MED SCIS

UNIVERSITY OF TENNESSEE HEALTH SCI CTR

STATE UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK AT BUFFALO

GEORGE WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY

UNIVERSITY OF MISSOURI-COLUMBIA

MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY

UNIVERSITY OF HAWAII AT MANOA

SUNY DOWNSTATE MEDICAL CENTER

LOUISIANA STATE UNIV HSC NEW ORLEANS

UNIVERSITY OF MISSISSIPPI MED CTR

UNIVERSITY OF TX MD ANDERSON CAN CTR

UPSTATE MEDICAL UNIVERSITY

DREXEL UNIVERSITY

LOYOLA UNIVERSITY CHICAGO

WEST VIRGINIA UNIVERSITY

UNIVERSITY OF PUERTO RICO MED SCIENCES

FLORIDA STATE UNIVERSITY

SAINT LOUIS UNIVERSITY

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY HEALTH SCIENCE CTR

UNIVERSITY OF NEVADA RENO

MOREHOUSE SCHOOL OF MEDICINE

LOUISIANA STATE UNIV HSC SHREVEPORT
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NIH Grant Funding at US Medical Schools

NIH Grant Funding at Top 50 US Medical Schools

Space Strategies is a team of planners, data scientists, and architects passionate about issues at the 
intersection of space, policy, patient care, research, and learning. This is the first in a series of articles 
investigating connections between grant funding, institutions, people and space.

Grants dollars from the National Institutes of Health (NIH) fuel innovation in biomedical research 
nationwide. At Payette, we’re fortunate to work with some of the nation’s leading research institutes and 
schools of medicine, for whom consistent NIH funding is essential to their strategy for growth and success. 

But why should architects care about NIH funding? 
How does it inform laboratory space planning?

For one thing, NIH funding comprises the majority of grant dollars received by Schools of Medicine. Grants 
are consistent, reliable and typically span three to five years. Many schools therefore use funding data to 
inform decisions about physical space. 

We also break-down NIH data to understand what diseases and types of health issues schools or 
departments are focused on. This enables us to suggest new ways to organize departments and 
researchers around their scientific collaborations in new buildings or across entire campuses.

The top 50 schools of medicine by their total funding in 2019, prior to the wild fluctuations caused by COVID funding. NIH funding at Drexel’s College of Medicine
Source: reporter.nih.gov
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Secondly, the reality is that research is as much a financial enterprise as it is a scientific one, which brings 
us to another reason that NIH funding is important. Three words: Indirect Cost Recovery. Every dollar of 
federal grant money includes compensation for facilities and administrative costs required to keep the 
lights on and manage their research enterprise. 

For this reason, NIH money is essential to universities, especially since non-profits and private funding 
sources don’t typically pay for indirect costs. In 2019, for example, every dollar of NIH funding included 29 
cents for indirect costs and 71 cents for direct costs. 

Direct Costs are expenses related to the work specific to a grant. This includes salaries, lab supplies 
and equipment, rent, travel costs and stipends.

Indirect Costs are the costs related to the general operation of an institution. These include the 
upkeep of facilities, utility costs, health and safety personnel, data storage, and major shared 
equipment such as core facilities, which can be supported by separate types of grants.Many private 
funding sources do not compensate for indirect costs. Many schools use to measure their return on 
investment is indirect dollars per square foot.  

We help institutions understand the return on investment for both new construction and renovations by 
equating people to space and funding. At Space Strategies, we believe that high performance design can 
return dividends when space planning includes financial savvy. In our next article, we will dig into various 
types of NIH grants and metrics related to individual researchers. If you have any questions about the 
analysis presented here, please reach out!

Direct Costs

Average Indirect Cost Percentage

Indirect Costs

29¢71¢

NIH Grant Funding - Indirect vs. Direct Award Dollars
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